





IOWA DEPARTMENT OF
NATURAL RESOURCES

OFF-HIGHWAY VEHICLE
REFERENCE GUIDE

The lowa Department of Natural Resources is required to collect
social security numbers from all persons obtaining a hunting, fishing,
or other recreational license under lowa Code Section 252J.8 and 42
U.S. Code Section 666(a)(13). Your social security number will serve
as your principal identification number to determine your eligibility for
licenses. It will be provided to law enforcement agencies and the lowa
Child Support Collection Unit to establish, modify, and enforce child
support obligations. It will NOT appear on any printed forms.
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Definitions

All-terrain vehicle (ATV) means a motorized vehicle with not less
than three and not more than six nonhighway tires that is limited in
engine displacement to less than 1,000 cubic centimeters and in
total dry weight to less than 1,200 pounds and that has a seat or
saddle designed to be straddled by the operator and handlebars for
steering control.

Commission means the Natural Resource Commission of the
Department.

Department means the Department of Natural Resources.

Designated riding area means an OHV riding area on any public
land or ice under the jurisdiction of the Department that has been
designated by the Commission under lowa Code Chapter 3211 for
such use.

Designated riding trail means an OHV riding trail on any public
land, private land, or public ice that has been designated by the
Department, a political subdivision, or a controlling authority for
OHV use.

Direct supervision means to provide supervision of another person
while maintaining visual and verbal contact at all times.

Education certificate means an ATV education certificate, approved
by the Natural Resource Commission, which is issued to a qualified
applicant who is twelve years of age or older. The requirement to have
an education certificate does not apply to operators of ORMs or ORVs.

Nonresident means a person who is not a resident of this state.

Off-highway vehicles (OHVs) means all-terrain vehicles, off-road
motorcycles, and off-road utility vehicles, either collectively or
individually.

Off-road motorcycle (ORM) means a two-wheeled motor vehicle
that has a seat or saddle designed to be straddled by the operator
and handlebars for steering control and that is intended by the
manufacturer for use on natural terrain. Off-road motorcycle includes
a motorcycle that was originally issued a certificate of title and
registered for highway use under lowa Code Chapter 321, but which
contains design features that enable operation over natural terrain.






Definitions

Special event means an organized race, exhibition, or demonstration
of limited duration which is conducted on public land, public ice, or a
designated riding trail under the jurisdiction of the Natural Resource
Commission according to a prearranged schedule and in which general
public interest is manifested.

Street or highway means the entire width between property lines of
every way or place of whatever nature when any part thereof is open
to the use of the public, as a matter of right, for purposes of vehicular
travel, except in public areas in which the boundary shall be thirty-three
feet each side of the center line of the roadway.

Private Property

_ o

Roadway
(includes
shoulder)

Highway or
Right-of-Way

Private Property




Laws and Regulations

REGISTRATION REQUIREMENTS
Machines Registered in lowa

* Each OHV in lowa used on public land or ice, a designated riding
area, or a designated trail of this state must be currently registered
with the DNR. A person shall not operate, maintain, or give permission
for the operation or maintenance of an OHV on public land or public
ice unless the OHV is registered in accordance with the laws and
administrative rules of lowa or applicable federal laws.

* The owner of each OHV required to be registered shall file an
application for registration with the Department through a County
Recorder and pay all applicable fees. Vehicle dealers are required to
make application and pay all applicable registration and title fees on
behalf of a purchaser.

* An application for registration shall be made on the approved DNR
form. Applicants shall provide bill of sale, proof of prior registration,
and other proof of ownership of the vehicle as the County Recorder
may require. In the event the applicant does not have documentation
required by the DNR, the applicant may be required to secure a

bond consistent with the requirements of lowa Administrative Code,
Chapter 571.

* Registration certificate.

* An operator of an OHV shall carry the registration
certificate either in the vehicle or on the person of the
operator when the OHV is in use.

* An operator must provide the registration certificate to all of
the following;:

* To a peace officer or department personnel upon request.

* To a person injured in an accident involving the OHV, or
that person’s agent.

* To the owner or operator of another OHV when the OHV is
involved in a collision or accident of any nature with the
OHYV, or that person’s agent.

* To the owner of personal or real property when the
OHV is involved in a collision or accident of any
nature with the property of the other person, or that
person’s agent.



Laws and Regulations

Registration certificate. Continued from previous page

¢ To the property owner or tenant when the OHV is
being operated on private property without permission
from the property owner or tenant, or that person’s agent.

Registration decal display.

* All-terrain vehicle. The decal shall be affixed to the rear of the
ATV so that the decal is clearly visible.

» Off-road motorcycle. The decal shall be affixed to the steering
yoke in such a manner that the decal does not cover up the
vehicle identification number and is clearly visible.

e Off-road utility vehicle. The decal shall be affixed to the rear
of the vehicle so that the decal is clearly visible.

Operation pending registration.

* Purchase from dealer. An unregistered OHV sold
by a dealer shall bear a “registration applied for” card with
the purchase date printed on it. This entitles the purchaser to
operate the vehicle for 45 days immediately following the
purchase while the application is being processed. The
purchaser shall place this card on the rear of the OHV
and the steering yoke of an ORM in a position so as to be
clearly visible at all times and maintained in a legible manner.
The operator of any vehicle displaying a “registration
applied for” card shall carry and provide upon request
to any peace officer a valid bill of sale for the vehicle.

* Private purchase—registered in lowa. The purchaser
of an OHV that is currently registered in lowa
may operate it for 30 days immediately following the
purchase without having completed a transfer of registration.

* Private purchase—not registered in lowa. An OHV not
currently registered in the state of lowa shall not be operated
until it is titled and registered in the purchaser’s name. Valid
registration in another state does not authorize
preregistration operation.

Registration renewals. Every OHV registration certificate and registration
decal expires at midnight on December 31 of the year issued.
Registrations can be renewed beginning September 1 and are valid for
the remainder of the current year and for the following year as printed on
the sticker.

7











https://gooutdoorsiowa.com





















www.iowadnr.gov/Things



www.ATVCourse.com
https://ATVCourse.com






www.treadlightly.org






www.IowaOHV.org
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www.mycountyparks.com
www.mycountyparks.com



mailto:info@lakeviewohv.com






mailto:scdrrohva@gmail.com



www.iowadnr.gov/Things-To-Do/Off-Highway



www.trailblazersoffroadclub.com



www.clubsporttama.com
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